COMPLETE STREETS POP UP DEMONSTRATION
On September 24 and 25, 2021, Peoria hosted its first Complete Streets
Pop-Up Demonstration to show community members what complete
streets could mean for their community. Complete Streets is a
“transportation policy and design approach that requires streets to be
planned, designed, operated and maintained to enable safe, convenient
and comfortable travel and access for users of all ages and abilities
regardless of their mode of transportation.”
The Peoria City/County Health Department collaborated with the TriCounty Planning Commission, City of Peoria, Illinois Public Health
Institute, Active Transportation Alliance, Illinois Alliance to Prevent
Obesity, Bike Peoria, and Peoria YMCA over the past year to plan and
coordinate the Complete Streets Pop-Up Demonstration. The event was
held on Main Street in downtown Peoria in front of the Peoria County
Courthouse. The purpose of the demonstration was to give the public an
opportunity to experience a downtown street designed in the Complete
Streets framework. With the help of volunteers, a few rolls of tape, and
some paint, Main Street was transformed. The demonstration consisted of
bike lanes, buffer lanes, a bump-out bus stop, and a parklet (a small park
inside a parking space utilized for outdoor seating).
Vendors participating in the event provided information and services to
participants. Vendors included Peoria City/County WIC office, NAMI TriCounty Illinois, Bradley Nursing, Córdoba Healthcare and UICOMP
Medical Students, CityLink, Heartland Health Services, Central Illinois
Agency on Aging, and IDPH COVID-19 vaccine clinic.
The Complete Streets Pop-Up Demonstration also featured an interactive
meeting to ensure community member’s voices were being heard on what
happens to their communities. Surveys were distributed to participants to
get their feedback and thoughts of the Complete Streets concept. Surveys
will be used to better understand the acceptance of the Complete Streets
concept in future planning.
This project was funded in part by the Illinois State Physical Activity and
Nutrition program to connect activity-friendly routes to everyday
destinations by improving walking, biking, and transit systems to promote
physical activity.
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